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Happy New Year to our Friends, Family and Valued Clients!
Well, 2025 is finally here and my wish for everyone is good health, inner peace and prosperity.  My hope is that 2025 
not move so darn fast!  But since we have no way of controlling time, I’m going to make the best of each day and live 
like there is not tomorrow.  Time is a commodity we all have so little of and I’m not going to waste it or allow others 
to waste it either.  This past holiday I bought myself a large broom to sweep things to the curb that don’t serve me 
any longer.  It’s a newfound freedom which allows for newness to come into your life.  It’s refreshing and easy to do.  
You simply “kiss and release,” send it away with love and good riddance!

Since 2005, it has been a personal tradition of mine to write down my accomplishments of the outgoing year and to 
write, write, write what I want to achieve in the upcoming year.  Why am I emphasizing writing?  Because if it’s in your 
head, it’s an idea and, if it’s on paper, it’s a plan.  Plus, there is power in the writing as you begin to manifest and create 
the pathway to change to conquer those goals in fulfillment of your dreams!  It’s a renewal of yourself and your spirit!  

“A Year of Renewal” can evoke various themes and concepts, depending on the context in which you are considering 
it. I don’t believe New Year’s resolutions because you can begin to commit to grow or change something any day of 
the year.  Here are a few things that I’m doing this year:

1. Personal Growth: A year dedicated to self-improvement, setting new goals, and working on emotional and mental 
well-being. This could involve practices such as mindfulness, journaling, or pursuing new hobbies.  Some of these 
have already begun!

2. Professional Growth: Taking the initiative to explore new career opportunities, like providing expert testimony, 
public speaking, furthering education, or seeking out new professional challenges that can lead to greater fulfill-
ment.

3. Health and Wellness has always been part of my lifestyle. This year I intend on hiking more and learning to play 
tennis. Pickle Ball not so much!  

5. Relationships: Renewing, strengthening, or investing in personal and professional relationships, whether through 
communication, spending quality time with loved ones, or letting go of toxic connections. That’s where the broom 
came in handy!

6. Spiritual Awakening: Exploring spiritual beliefs, practices, or philosophies that can provide a sense of purpose 
and connection to something greater.  In 2023, I started praying, journaling, and incorporating affirmations into my 
morning routine as part of my daily mindset preparation.  The blessings that I have received over the last year have 
been simply amazing.  I found this to be a powerful and positive influence in my life!

7. Cultural Renewal: Engaging more with art, music, literature, or cultural practices that inspire creativity and a sense 
of community.  Giving back is a major component in the karmic response.  Giving is Living!

Regardless of the specific focus, a year of renewal often involves reflection, setting intentions, and taking actionable 
steps toward positive change. What renewed commitments are you going to make in 2025!  I’d love to hear them 
so feel free to reach out and share.  Again I wish you good health, inner peace and great success in all you set out to 
do!  Namaste.

ROBERT CIPOLLONI
DWELLING™ | REAL ESTATE 
CEO, PRESIDENT & BROKER OF RECORD

Palm Springs & Greater Coachella Valley
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This year I intend on hiking more 
and learning to play tennis.

 Pickle Ball not so much!  



What ’s going on in the real estate market?



Roughly 11,000 Homes Will Sell Today – Will Yours Be One of Them?

Are you hesitant to sell your house because you’re worried no one’s buying with rates and prices where they are 
right now? Here’s some perspective that can help.

The market actually isn’t at a standstill. While there weren’t as many sales last year as there’d be in a normal market, 
roughly 4.15 million homes still sold (not including new construction), according to the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR). And the expectation is that number will rise in 2025. That means more people will likely move 
this year, and they need homes to buy. Homes like yours.

But even if we only match last year’s sales pace, here’s what that looks like.

Every Minute Homes Are Selling – Literally

4.15 million homes ÷ 365 days in a year = 11,370 homes sell each day
11,370 homes ÷ 24 hours in a day = 474 homes sell per hour
474 homes ÷ 60 minutes = roughly 8 homes sell every minute

Think about that. Just in the time it took you to read this, 8 homes sold.

If you’ve been holding off on selling your house because you think buyers aren’t out there, let this reassure you – 
there are still buyers looking to buy.

Every day, thousands of people need to buy homes. So, while higher home prices and mortgage rates have slowed 
the market down and forced some buyers onto the sidelines, that doesn’t mean the market isn’t active. Many buy-
ers are still eager to make a move because life doesn’t wait for perfect market conditions.

With the right agent by your side, you can get your house in front of those buyers while other hesitant homeown-
ers are still putting their plans on pause because they’re worried buyer demand has disappeared. Let’s get your 
house sold.

Bottom Line

On average, 11,000 homes sell every day, and yours could be one of them. In the time it took you to read this, 
another 8 homes sold.

When you’re ready to take the next step, connect with me so that you have an agent to create that perfect strategy.



The Truth About Credit Scores and Buying a Home

Your credit score plays a big role in the home buying process. It’s one of the key factors lenders look at to determine 
which loan options you qualify for and what your terms might be. But there’s a myth about credit scores that may 
be holding some buyers back.

The Myth: You Need To Have Perfect Credit

According to Fannie Mae, only 32% of potential home buyers have a good idea of what credit score lenders actu-
ally require. That means two-thirds of buyers don’t actually know what lenders are looking for – and most overes-
timate the minimum credit score needed.

The Reality: Perfect Isn’t Necessary

But the truth is, you don’t need perfect credit to become a homeowner. There is no set cut-off score across the 
board. As FICO explains:

“While many lenders use credit scores like FICO Scores to help them make lending decisions, each lender has its 
own strategy, including the level of risk it finds acceptable. There is no single “cutoff score” used by all lenders, and 
there are many additional factors that lenders may use . . .”

So, even if your credit score isn’t as high as you’d like, you may still be able to get a home loan. Just know that, even 
though you don’t need perfect credit to buy a home, your score can have an impact on your loan options and the 
terms you’re able to get. Work with a trusted lender who can walk you through what you’d qualify for.

Simple Tips To Improve Your Credit Score

If you want to open up your options a bit more after talking to a lender, here are a few tips from Experian and 
Freddie Mac that can help give your score a boost:

1. Pay Your Bills on Time

This includes everything from credit cards to utilities and other monthly payments. A track record of on-time 
payments shows lenders you’re responsible and reliable.

2. Pay Down Outstanding Debt

Reducing your overall debt not only improves your credit utilization ratio (how much credit you’re using com-
pared to your total limit) but also makes you a lower-risk borrower in the eyes of lenders. That makes them more 
likely to approve a loan with better terms.

3. Hold Off on Applying for New Credit

While opening new credit accounts might seem like a quick way to boost your score, too many applications in a 
short period can have the opposite effect. Focus on improving your existing accounts instead.

Bottom Line

Your credit score doesn’t have to be perfect to qualify for a home loan. The best way to know where you stand? 
Work with me to explore your options.



The Truth About Credit Scores and Buying a Home Home Staging FAQ: What You Need To Know

You may have heard that staging your home properly can make a big difference when you sell your house, but what 
exactly is home staging, and is it really worth your time and effort? Here are a few quick FAQs that can help you 
decide how much you should prioritize staging as you prep for your move.

What Is Home Staging? Staging is the process of arranging and decorating your house to highlight its best 
features and make it as appealing as possible to potential buyers. It can range from simple touch-ups to more ex-
tensive setups, depending on your needs and budget.

How Does It Help Me Sell My House? Studies show good staging does have an impact on your sale. Staging 
your house well can help you attract more attention from buyers, which ultimately helps it sell faster and maybe 
for a higher price than an unstaged home. 

What Are My Staging Options? Now that you see the value, let’s think through your options. The most com-
mon is leaning on your agent for their expert advice. They know what buyers like because they’re in showings all 
the time and hear that feedback first-hand. That expertise is crucial to getting your house market-ready. Basic 
staging with an agent usually means they give you insight into how you should:

•	 Declutter and depersonalize by removing photos and personal items
•	 Arrange your furniture to improve the room’s flow and make it feel bigger
•	 Add plants, move art, or re-arrange other accessories

Full-service staging is another option if your house needs more hands-on attention. This is when you hire a staging 
professional or staging company to come in, make recommendations, and do the work for you. Going this route 
is more involved and that makes it more costly too. That’s because it can include renting furniture and decor to 
more fully transform a space.

How Do I Know Which One To Pick? Not sure which one you need? You don’t have to figure that out on your 
own. Your real estate agent will help determine what level of staging will make the most impact on your house 
and market. They can help you decide if professional staging is worth the investment, or if you can knock it out 
with their advice alone. And just so you know, here are some of the factors an agent will look at to figure that out:

Market Conditions: If the market is slower, going all in on staging can make your home look move-in ready 
and attractive to buyers who may otherwise be hesitant. If your local market is very active and homes are selling 
fast, you may be able to get by with doing less.

Your Home’s Condition: If your home is vacant or has a unique layout, using a professional stager who can 
bring in the right furniture and accessories may help buyers truly visualize its full potential.

Your Budget: Talk to your agent to get an idea of staging costs in your area, as it can be the difference between 
your house selling and sitting. But if your budget is tight or your home only needs minor updates, your real estate 
agent can help you think outside of the box by suggesting simple DIY staging tips to help your home look its best.

Bottom Line

Staging your house properly can make it much more attractive to buyers, but it’s not a one-size-fits-all solution, 
and every home shines differently. If you’re considering staging, talk to me—I am your best resource for determin-
ing what your home really needs to stand out and sell for top dollar.



Expert Forecasts for the 2025 Housing Market

Wondering what’s in store for the housing market this year? And more specifically, what it all means for you if 
you plan to buy or sell a home? The best way to get that information is to lean on the pros. Experts are constantly 
updating and revising their forecasts, so here’s the latest on two of the biggest factors expected to shape the year 
ahead: mortgage rates and home prices.

Will Mortgage Rates Come Down? Everyone’s keeping an eye on mortgage rates and waiting for them to 
come down. So, the question is really: how far and how fast? The good news is they’re projected to ease a bit in 
2025. But that doesn’t mean you should expect to see a return of 3-4% mortgage rates. As Lawrence Yun, Chief 
Economist at the National Association of Realtors (NAR), says:

 “Are we going to go back to 4%? Per my forecast, unfortunately, we will not. It’s more likely that we’ll go back to 
6%.”

And the other experts agree. They’re forecasting rates could settle in the mid-to-low 6% range by the end of the 
year. But you should remember, this will continue to change as new information becomes available. Expert fore-
casts are based on what they know right now. And since everything from inflation to economic drivers have an 
impact on where rates go from here, some ups and downs are still very likely. So, don’t get caught up in the exact 
numbers here and try to time the market. Instead, focus on the overall trend and on what you can actually control.

A trusted lender and an agent partner will make sure you’ve always got the latest data and the context on what it 
really means for you and your bottom line. With their help, you’ll see even a small decline can help bring down 
your future mortgage payment.

Will Home Prices Fall? The short answer? Not likely. While mortgage rates are expected to ease, home prices 
are projected to keep climbing in most areas – just at a slower, more normal pace. If you average the expert fore-
casts together, you’ll see prices are expected to go up roughly 3% next year, with most of them hitting somewhere 
in the 3 to 4% range. And that’s a much more typical and sustainable rise in prices.

So don’t expect a sudden drop that’ll score you a big deal if you’re thinking of buying this year. While that may 
sound disappointing if you’re hoping prices will come down, refocus on this. It means you won’t have to deal with 
the steep increases we saw in recent years, and you’ll also likely see any home you do buy go up in value after you 
get the keys in hand. And that’s actually a good thing.  And if you’re wondering how it’s even possible prices are 
still rising, here’s your answer. It all comes down to supply and demand. Even though there are more homes for sale 
now than there were a year ago, it’s still not enough to keep up with all the buyers out there. As Redfin explains:

“Prices will rise at a pace similar to that of the second half of 2024 because we don’t expect there to be enough new 
inventory to meet demand.”

Keep in mind, though, the housing market is hyper-local. So, this will vary by area. Some markets will see even 
higher prices. And some may see prices level off or even dip a little if inventory is up in that area. In most places 
though, prices will continue to rise (as they usually do). If you want to find out what’s happening where you live, 
you need to lean on an agent who can explain the latest trends and what they mean for your plans.

Bottom Line

The housing market is always shifting, and 2025 will be no different. With rates likely to ease a bit and prices rising 
at a more normal and sustainable pace, it’s all about staying informed. Reach out to me to get the scoop on what’s 
happening in your area and advice on how to make your next move a smart one.



Expert Forecasts for the 2025 Housing Market

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Reach out to me.
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